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Cyclists Pedal for a World Free of MS  
in the 30th Annual BP MS 150 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society Celebrates Milestone Year  
of Raising Funds and Awareness  

 

HOUSTON, IMMEDIATE RELEASE - The 30th Annual BP MS 150, benefiting the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society, will unite an estimated 13,000 cyclists from around the world on April 12 - 13, 2014. Cyclists will make 

the annual two-day, 180-mile journey from Houston to Austin to drive awareness for multiple sclerosis and 

raise $18.5 million to help individuals and families impacted by multiple sclerosis. As the largest fundraiser for 

the National MS Society, the BP MS 150 connects thousands of cyclists of all skill levels, along with volunteers 

and supporters, who echo an unwavering commitment to raising awareness and funds to support those 

affected by MS. 

Since the inaugural ride in 1985, the Houston-to-Austin bike ride has grown from a 237 cyclists to 

more than 12,000 who participate annually. The ride has seen monumental growth and change over the 

course of thirty years, including: doubling in size in 1988, surviving El Niño in 1998, securing the top spot for all 

Bike MS fundraising rides nationwide in 1990; and enduring a one-day cancellation due to weather in its 25th 

year. Throughout it all, the ride has spread the Society’s mission of creating a world free of MS as well as 

providing an avenue for thousands of people to raise millions of dollars for cutting-edge research, programs 

and services for thousands of Texans affected by MS. 

“The BP MS 150 has had a tremendous impact on the lives of thousands of people not only affected 

by MS, but also people wanting to participate in a powerful event that makes a difference for so many,” said 

Kelli Dreiling, Vice President of Development in Houston.  “The Houston to Austin ride has generated more 

than $185 million to fund research and programs for MS thanks to the passionate group of participants, 

sponsors and supporters championing for the cause. We look forward to another successful year as we 

celebrate 30 years of the ride and the progress achieved to find a cure for MS.” 

Organizers of the ride anticipate approximately 13,000 cyclists will participate in the 2014 event and 

help meet the Society’s fundraising goal of $18.5 million. Last year’s BP MS 150 surpassed fundraising goals 

and broke national fundraising records for all Bike MS rides nationwide, bringing in more than $18 million in 

2013. While the minimum pledge amount is $400, many participants exceed this amount, raising even more 
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funds that go directly to those impacted by MS. In fact, last year’s top fundraiser brought in more than 

$113,000, and the Society’s Club 300, which makes up the top 300 individual BP MS 150 fundraisers, 

accounted for $4.6 million of the total funds raised for the 29th annual ride in 2013.  

The BP MS 150 continues to garner the interest of new riders each year, who account for 

approximately 35 percent of participants. To maintain safety on the road and uphold the integrity of the ride, 

the BP MS 150 limits participation to 13,000 cyclists. BP will serve as title sponsor of the 30th annual ride, 

marking its 14th year of support for the ride and will once again fulfill the title sponsorship role in 2015. BP 

maintains the largest cycling team with an average of 700 employees, volunteers and supporters annually and 

has contributed more than $11.6 million for MS research since its inception making it the event’s largest 

fundraiser. 

“We are honored to be part of the BP MS 150 for the 14th year and proud to support the National 

Multiple Sclerosis Society,” BP America Chairman and President John Mingé said. “As the nation’s largest 

energy investor, BP is committed to America. That includes helping communities across Texas and other 

places where we live and work through events like BP MS 150.” 

Cyclists will start their journey in Houston on Saturday, April 12 and finish in downtown Austin in front 

of the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum near the State Capitol on Sunday, April 13, following an 

overnight celebration in La Grange. Three start options are available from Houston: Tully Stadium, Rhodes 

Stadium in Katy and Waller High School Stadium in Waller.  On day two, riders can choose between two 

routes, the Bechtel Challenge Route or the Pfizer Lunch Express, as they make their way from La Grange to 

Austin. On the Bechtel Challenge Route cyclists have the opportunity to ride through scenic Bastrop and 

Buescher State Parks, each known for its beauty and rolling hills.   

The BP MS 150 is one of five outstanding fundraising rides in Texas hosted by the National MS 

Society. These rides are regarded by cyclists as the premier rides in the state, with experienced management, 

well-coordinated routes and special attention to rider safety and comfort.  

Registration for the 2014 BP MS 150 closed on Friday, April 4. However, volunteer and donation 

opportunities are available at bpms150.net.  To engage with others interested in the ride and passionate about 

the movement of creating a world free of MS, visit facebook.com/BPMS150BikeRide, follow the ride on Twitter 

@BPMS150 and use the hashtag #BPMS150. 
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About Multiple Sclerosis 
Multiple sclerosis, an unpredictable, often disabling disease of the central nervous system, interrupts the flow 
of information within the brain, and between the brain and body. Symptoms range from numbness and tingling 
to blindness and paralysis. The progress, severity and specific symptoms of MS in any one person cannot yet 
be predicted, but advances in research and treatment are moving us closer to a world free of MS. Most 
people with MS are diagnosed between the ages of 20 and 50, with at least two to three times more women 
than men being diagnosed with the disease. MS affects more than 2.1 million people worldwide. 
  
About the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
MS stops people from moving. The National MS Society exists to make sure it doesn’t. The Society 
addresses the challenges of each person affected by MS by funding cutting-edge research, driving change 
through advocacy, facilitating professional education, collaborating with MS organizations around the world, 
and providing programs and services designed to help people with MS and their families move forward with 
their lives. In 2012 alone, the Society invested $43 million to support more than 350 new and ongoing 
research projects around the world while providing programs and services that assisted more than one million 
people. The Society is dedicated to achieving a world free of MS. Join the movement at 
nationalMSsociety.org. 
 
Early and ongoing treatment with an FDA-approved therapy can make a difference for people with multiple 
sclerosis. Learn about your options by talking to your health care professional and contacting the National MS 
Society at nationalMSsociety.org or 1-800- 344-4867. 
 
About BP 
Over the past five years, BP has invested nearly $50 billion in the U.S. – more than any other energy company. 
BP is a leading producer of oil and gas and provides enough energy annually to light nearly the entire country 
for a year. Employing approximately 20,000 people in all 50 states, BP supports more than 260,000 jobs total 
through all of its business activities. For more information, go to www.bp.com/us.  
 

### 


